The three Tennessees: child and infant health in the three Grand Divisions of Tennessee.
Tennessee consistently ranks low among all states in measures of health. This study was undertaken to examine the differences in child and infant health conditions in the state's three Grand Divisions and the impact of these differences on Tennessee's overall rankings. An analysis of county-level data selected from the Area Resources File demonstrated that, for most measures of infant health and child health, the three divisions ranked very differently and that the overall state ranking did not accurately reflect the conditions in the divisions. Some regions, most often Middle Tennessee, ranked much higher than did the state as a whole; other regions, most often West Tennessee, ranked lower. The single overall state ranking masked these regional differences while suggesting that the entire state had equally low health outcomes. The striking health variations among the divisions that were demonstrated highlight the need to examine health conditions and implement health improvement efforts on a regional rather than a statewide basis.